
Editorial
As with many organisations Covid 19 has considerably disrupted 
things at Bank Hall. Although the restoration of the Hall was delayed 
it is anticipated that work will be completed by the end of November. 
In relation to the public areas these will then have to be � tted out with 
the interpretation material and made ready for public access. This 
will be done after the builders have completed work in that area and 
we then hope that the public can visit the Hall at Snowdrop time in 
February next year. Other projects are currently on hold until funding 
can be obtained.
     As most of you know 2020 got o�  to a bad start when we couldn’t 
open for Snowdrops. After that, lock down was imposed due to the 
pandemic and we could not open the grounds or hold any events. 
Consequently we have lost vital income streams including monies 
earned from giving talks. During this period we have minimised 
expenditure and have not had any � nancial support from Government 
or other agencies. We � nally managed to open again in August when 
we had a simple open day to test Covid measures in the grounds. We 
put in place a speci� c route around the grounds; entrance was by pre-
booking and we made available contactless payments for shop sales 
to be available for those who didn’t want to use cash.  Catering wasn’t 
available at this event.
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Artefacts & 
Memories 
During the middle of 
September, I was contacted 
by a metal detectorist “Jurre 
Kleine Schaars” from the 
Netherlands who had found 
a button with the Rams Head 
Symbol on it and the motto 
“En Dieu Est Ma Foy”.  This 
clearly links to the Legh 
family. However the button 
appears to be of an era after 
George Anthony Legh Keck.  
Following his discovery I 
have given Jurre information 
relating to this and he has 
kindly advised me that he will 
send the button to me. It is an 
intriguing � nd and a puzzle 
as to how it got there. 

As I have not physically seen 
the button it is di�  cult at 
this stage to come to any 
conclusions about it but the 
most likely explanation may 
be that it was from a servant’s 
waste coat and I await its 
receipt in order to research 
further. Jurre has given 
me additional information 
concerning 
the 
location 
of the 
� nd.
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Secretary & Archivist 
Lionel Taylor,  Email:  l.taylor@bankhall.org   
Tel:  07845-959222

Chair 
Janet Edwards, Email:  janet.edwards@sky.com   Tel: 07754-656058

Membership & Volunteering
For Membership Information, email our Membership Secretary, John Howard 
on:  bankhallbretherton@hotmail.com.  The Membership form can also be 
downloaded from our website or we can email the forms to you.  
Website:   www.bankhall.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/bankhall

The Friends of Bank Hall (Registered Charity 1147592)  News Sheet 47
(FBH is associated with Bank Hall Action Group & Heritage Trust for the North West 
Registered Charity 508300)

Bretherton

Artefacts & 
Memories (cont’)
Ahead of Heritage Open Day, a 
family contacted John. A lady 
in her 90’s who attended the 
event has memories of playing 
with the Commandant’s 
children at Bank Hall during 
the army’s occupation of the 
Hall in WW2. John has spoken 
to her and it appears that 
she may still have an “ENSA” 
program from when Evelyn 
Laye gave a performance 
at the Hall during the War. 
Hopefully, it can be found and 
subsequently included in our 
Wartime Memorabilia.

These are examples of the 
interaction we have with the 
public in � nding out more 
about not only the Hall but 
life around it, the families who 
occupied it and of course the 
war time era.

Dates for your 
Diary
Events and Volunteer Days are 
currently suspended but we 
are reviewing both of these on 
a weekly basis.

Our next event is scheduled 
for Sunday 15th November but 
may not take place depending 
on the pandemic regulations. 
Please keep an eye on our 
Website and Facebook pages 
for up-to-date information. 

Heritage Open Day
Heritage Open Day this month was again by booking but this time we 
had stalls and catering. The event was successful but a higher number 
of visitors would have been an advantage and it is likely we have 
just covered our costs for the event. For those who were not able to 
attend we have included a picture of the Open Day and also a view of 
the front of the Hall from the viewing window on the north side (on 
page 1).

The new Covid rules with e� ect from the 14th September and also 
the local lock down rules may impact on further opening but we are 
hoping to open in November if possible (see ‘Dates for your Diary’). 

On behalf of the The Friends of Bank Hall, can I thank all our 
supporters and visitors during this di�  cult time. The Trustees and 
Volunteers are continuing to work with Heritage Trust for the North 
West on our projects and we hope to move further forward as soon as 
things ease in relation to the pandemic.


